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I N T E R P R E T A T I O N . 

10 O F 1901. 
To AMEND THE LAW WITH REGARD TO THE CONSTRUCTION OF LAWS. 

W. F . HAYNES-SMITH.J [July 27, 1901. 

Short title. 1. This Law may be cited as the Interpretation Law, 1901. 
Meaning of g. χη this Law, and in every Law passed after the 17th of 
in enact- January, 1879, whether before or after the commencement of this 
ments since Law, unless the contrary intention appears : — 

(a.) Words importing the masculine gender include females; 
(h.) Words in the singular include the plural, and words in the 

plural include the singular; 
(c.) The expression " Her Majesty " or " The Queen " includes 

the heirs and successors of her late Majesty Queen Victoria; 
(d.) The expression " His Majesty " or " The King " includes 

the heirs and successors of His Majesty King Edward V I I . ; 
(e.) The expression " High Commissioner in Council " means 

the Officer Administering the Government of Cyprus, with the 
advice of the Executive Council of the Island; 

(/.) The word " Commissioner " includes any Commissioner or 
Assistant Commissioner of a District, or any person duly 
appointed by the High Commissioner to act as such; 

(</.) The word " Court " means any Tribunal empowered by 
Law to act judicially in the Island; 

(h.) The expression " Court of Competent Jurisdiction " means 
any Court having by law jurisdiction in the matter for 
adjudication; 

(i.) The word " District " means any division or subdivision of 
the Island so defined in any Law or Proclamation; 

(j.) The word " Island " means the Island of Cyprus with its 
dependencies; 

(k.) The word " master " means any person having charge of a 
ship or vessel; 

(I.) The word " month " means a calendar month; 
(m.) The words " o a t h , " " s w e a r , " "af f idavi t " include the 

affirmation or declaration of any person allowed to make an 
affirmation or declaration in place of an oath; 

(n.) The word " person " includes any body of persons corporate 
or unincorporate; 
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(o.) The word " pound " means pound sterling; 
(p.) The expressions " Public Office " or " Department " 

include any office or department performing public duty by 
authority and on behalf of His Majesty; 

(«.) The word " year " means twelve calendar months. 

3. Where in this Law, or in any Law or Rule of Court passed or Reference 
made after the date named in the last preceding section, whether J g " ? 
before or after the commencement of this Law, reference is made to enactments 
any public officer by the term designating his office, the term shall slnoe 

include the officer for the time being executing the duties of the office, 
and such other officer as may from time to time be appointed to 
undertake any portion of those duties. 

4. In all cases where any particular number of days is prescribed Computation 
of t ime in 

or mentioned in any such Law or Rule of Court passed or made enactments 
after the dates aforesaid for the doing of any act or for any other s ince 1879· 
purpose, they shall be reckoned exclusive of the first and inclusive of 
the last day. 

Provided t h a t : — 
(a.) Where the number of days is less than six, Sunday and any 

day notified in the Cyprus Gazette as a public holiday shall not 
be counted, and 

(b.) When the number of days (whether less than six or not) 
expires on a Sunday or any day notified in the Cyprus Gazette 
to be a public holiday, the act or purpose shall be considered as 
done or effected on the day next afterwards, not being one of 
these days. 

5. In this Law and every other Law, whether passed before or Meaning of 
„ . · · J> · J writing 

after the commencement of this Law, expressions referring to in p a s t a u d 
writing shall, unless the contrary intention appears, be construed as future Laws, 
including references to printing, lithography, photography, and 
other modes of representing or reproducing words in a visible form. 

6. In this Law and in every Law passed after I he commencement Meaning of 
^ . ι ι , ι n ± certain word» 

of this Law the following expressions shall, unless the contrary jn fu tu r0 
intention appears, have the meanings hereby assigned to them, Laws. 
namely: — 

(1.) The expression " Secretary of State " means one of His 
Majesty's Principal Secretaries of State; 

(2.) The'expression " The "United Kingdom " means the United 
Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland ; 

(3.) The expression " Imperial Parliament " or " Parliament " 
means the Parliament of the United Kingdom; 
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( 4;LT l l e e ; x p : r a s s i r" t r a v a u - ΐ™*" or « i m p ^ o ^ T ^ 
J " " / 7 ° e 5 ' f impnoninent with hard labour » mean 
the pun1Slnnent defined by Article 19 of the Ottoman Penal 
Code as modified by the Criminal Law and Procedure Amend
ment Law, 1886; 

( 5 m e n t e " r P r e S
+ t n " W 8 0 " * " °r « simple imprison

ment means the punishment defined by Article 34 of the said 

(6.) The exp r e s s i 0 I 1 " Loan Commissioners " means the Board of 

2"s,r
t i tu ted under tlie auiWy °

f the puMic 
(7.) The expression " Municipal Authority " means the Municipal 

Conned Municipal Commission, or other body duly authorized 
by Law to exercise municipal authority and government; 
» β Τ Γ · 8 ί 0 1 ϊ " V i l I a g e A u t h O T i t 7 " means the persons who 

Z^Z%^Ltclof the S~Tner of the District as 

. ' of Law 10 of 1f)C 1 (at p. 474) has been actnded 
by Uu ition thereto of the followJ jb-sections:-

(18; The expression ' ../oiler of Oust ,nu 
else'' i;:cana -the Comptroller oi Ι is to 

the Government of Cyprus for the time bein 
(19) The director 'jtration 
Surveys the Jlrector of Land Registration 1 

. irveys to the Government of Cyprus for the time being. 
(3D) The Ion "Director of Education" means the 

Director of ration to the Government of Cyprus for 
the time being· J 

(2ί) The expression "ioatmaster-General?* seans the 
i
:-
o3tfnaster-General to the Government of Cyprus for the 

tiise beli 
(22) Tht ilon ''Assistant jiatriot Judge" means 

an Assistant District Ju under the 
Provisions of the Cyprus Courts of Justice €rder»1927* 

"•"herever in any , -reclamations, Regulations, 
or other enactments in force in Cyprus the words ; 
Chief Collector of Customs and Excise" 'Registrar General 
"Chief Inspector of Schools'* "Island Postmaster" or 

if Custo:: 
urveys

 e
, 

ige" ν lively 
in place thereof. 

Vide Law 21 of 1 
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(4.) The expression " travaux forces " or " imprisonment with 
travaux forces," or " imprisonment with hard labour " means 
the punishment defined by Article 19 of the Ottoman Penal 
Code, as modified by the Criminal Law and Procedure Amend
ment Law, 1886; 

(5.) The expression " i m p r i s o n m e n t " or "s imple imprison
ment "means the punishment defined by Article 34 of the said 
code; 

(6.) The expression " Loan Commissioners " means the Board of 
Commissioners constituted under the authority of the Public 
Loans Law, 1897; 

(7.) The expression " Municipal Authority " means the Municipal 
Council, Municipal Commission, or other body duly authorized 
by Law to exercise municipal authority and government; 

(8.) The expression " Village Authority " means the persons who 
are recorded in the office of the Commissioner of the District as 
being the Mukhtar and Azas for the time being of any village; 

(9.) The expression " Village Commission " means the persons 
who are recorded in the office of the Commissioner of the District 
as being the Azas for the Umejbeiag of any village; 

(10.) The expression " £!*0*έ Secretary " means the Chief 
Secretary to the Government of Cyprus for the time being; 

(11.) The expression " financial year " means the twelve months 
ending the 31st of December ; 

(12.) The word " days " means clear days; 
(13.) The word " Law " includes " Ordinance." 
(14.) The word " donum " or " scala " means an area of one 

thousand six hundred square yards according to the British 
Imperial Standard; 

(15.) The expression " Peace Officer " means any member of the 
Cyprus Military Police. 

7. Any Law may be altered, amended, or repealed in the same 
session of the Legislative Council. 

8. Where any Law whether passed before or after the commence

ment of this Law confers power to make, grant, or issue any instru

ment, that is to say, any Order in Council, Order, Warrant, Scheme, 
Pules, Regulations, or ByeLaws, expressions used in the instru

ment, if it is made after the commencement of this Law, shall, unless 
tho contrary intention appears, have the same meanings as in the 
Law conferring the power. 
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ο η \ Where a Law passed after the commencement of this Law Construction 
confers a power or imposes a duty, then, unless the contrary intention ° ^ ~ m s 

„„„„„, , the power may be exercised and the duty performed from cise of powers 
"rr ' r . . iind duties, 
time to time as occasion requires. 

(2.) Where a Law passed after the commencement of this Law 
confers a power or imposes a duty on the holder of an office, as such, 
then, unless the contrary intention appears, the power may be exer

cised and the duty shall be performed by the holder for the time being 
of the office. 

(3.) Where a Law passed after the commencement of this Law 
confers a power to make any Rules, Eegulations, or ByeLaws, the 
. ■ f . l , „ H , , ^ Ι Λ , . +^~ ^-η+τ-ητ-,Γ ί τ ι + ηη+τητΊ n n n n n r r ho nrmr . t r i i n r l n 

•;u6"°ii?F 10 o f Ψ] {**> Ρ·474) is hereby ed 
iiy the addition thereto of the f e l l , α > 4 ο iona·
0 6 ; The expression "AttorneyGener eotlone.

tiiHIinr?""1, tu the Qove"ia'oi^ ° f < 5 £ 3 Γο? t β 
P 7 L T h f expression "Treasurer na the Treasurer 
to the Government ο P the t i . ο being. 
} . wherever in any Laws, Proclamation·, BefiUlationa 
&2&1 ^ a c U e n t s in force in Cy::rus the words 

..hief ^eoretary , "King's Advocate" or "ReceiverGenera 
occur the words " Colonial Secretary^ AttorneyGeneraf 
? L 2 r ? a s u r e r respectively shall be read in pLce 

Vide Law 14 of 1925. 

~ instrument, that is to sav, any Urder ill UUIUCJI, Uluer, vvarrain,  ^ ^ 
Scheme, Rules, Regulations, or ByeLaws, to give notices, to „,.„,. „r 
prescribe forms, or to do any other thing for the purposes of the Law  ■ 
that power may, unless the contrary intention appears, be exercised 

I* J h e oppression 'Director o^ R„,i4v," 
fiysa^ y * * KTSSWU»1» * the 

Vide Law 22 of f 

ion:
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9.—(1.) Where a Law passed after the commencement of this Law Construction 
confers a power or imposes a duty, then, unless the contrary intention of provisions 
appears, the power may be exercised and the duty performed from Oise°of powem 
time to time as occasion requires. »»d duties. 

(2.) Where a Law passed after the commencement of this Law 
confers a power or imposes a duty on the holder of an office, as such, 
then, unless the contrary intention appears, the power may be exer

cised and the duty shall be performed by the holder for the time being 
of the office. 

(3.) Where a Law passed after the commencement of this Law

confers a power to make any Rules, Regulations, or ByeLaws, the 
power shall, unless the contrary intention appears, be construed as 
including a power, exercisable in the like manner and subject to the 
like consent and conditions, if any, to rescind, revoke, amend, or van 
the Rules, Regulations, or ByeLaws. 

10. In the measurement of any distance for the purposes of any Meaeuremenl 
Law passed after the commencement of this Law that distance shall, "' distanoee. 
unless the contrary intention appears, be measured in a straight line 
in a horizontal plane. 

11.—(1.) In this Law, and in every Law passed either before or Commence 
after the commencement of this Law, the expression " commence ,m'nt· 
ment " when used with reference to a Law means the time al which 
the Law comes into operation. 

(2.) Where a Law passed after the commencement of this Law, or 
any Order in Council, Order, Warrant, Scheme, Letters Patent, 
Rules, Regulations, or ByeLaws made, granted, or issued under a 
power conferred by any such Law, is expressed to come into operation 
on a particular day, the same shall be construed as coming into 
operation immediately on the expiration of the preceding day. 

12. Where a Law passed after the commencement of this Law is Exeroise <>f 
not to come into operation immediatelv on the passing' thereof, and statutory 

, ■ ι ι · powers 
confers power to make any appointment, to make, grant, or issue any between 
instrument, that is to say, any Order in Council, Order, Warrant, passing HIHI 
Scheme, Rules, Regulations, or ByeLaws, to give notices, to lm.nt 0{ 
prescribe forms, or to do any other thing for the purposes of the Law, lliw· 
that power may, unless the contrary intention appears, be exercised 
at any time after the passing of the Law, so far as may be necessary or 
expedient for the purpose of bringing the Law into operation at the 
date of the commencement thereof; subject to this restriction, that 
any instrument made under the power shall not, unless the contrary 
intention appears in the Law, or the contrary is necessary for bring

ing the Law into operation, come into operation until the Law comes 
into operation. 
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13.—(1.) Where a Law, whether passed before or after the 
commencement of this Law, repeals a repealing enactment it shall 
not be construed as reviving any enactment previously repealed 
unless words are added reviving that enactment. 

(2.) Where a Law passed after the commencement of this Law 
repeals wholly or partially any former enactment and substitutes 
provisions for the enactment repealed, the repealed enactment shall 
remain in force until the substituted provisions come into operation. 

14.—(1.) Where this Law or any Law passed after the commence
ment of this Law repeals and re-enacts, with or without modification, 
any provisions of a former Law, reference in any other Law to the 
provisions so repealed shall unless the contrary intention appears, be 
construed as references to the provisions so re-enacted. 

(2.) Where this Law or any Law passed after the commencement 
of this Law repeals any other enactment, then, unless the contrary 
intention appears, the repeal shall not: — 

(a.) Revive anything not in force or existing at the time at which 
the repeal takes effect, or 

(b.) Affect the previous operation of any enactment so repealed 
or anything duly done or suffered under any enactment so 
repealed, or 

(c.) Affect any right, privilege, obligation, or liability 
acquired, accrued, or incurred under any enactment so 
repealed, or 

(d.) Aifect any penalty, forfeiture, or punishment incurred in 
respect of any offence committed against any enactment so 
repealed, or 

(e.) Affect any investigation, legal proceeding, or remedy in 
respect of any such right, privilege, obligation,' liability, 
penalty, forfeiture, or punishment as aforesaid; 

And any such investigation, legal proceeding, or remedy may be 
instituted, continued, or enforced and any such penalty, forfeiture, 
or punishment may be imposed as if the repealing Law had not been 
passed. 

15. The provisions of this Law respecting the construction of Laws 
passed after the commencement of this Law shall not affect the con
struction of any Law passed before the commencement of this Law, 
although it is continued or amended by a Law passed after such 
commencement. 

16.—(1.) Every Law enacted by His Excellency the High Com
missioner and Commander-in-Chief of the Island of Cyprus with the 
advice and consent of ihe Legislative Council thereof shall be 

4. 1918, 2. 
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published in the Cyprus Gazette as soon as possible after it has 
received the assent of H i s Majesty or of the H i g h Commissioner, 
and shal l , unless some other t ime is there in Specified for br inging 
it into operat ion, come into operat ion on such publ icat ion in the 
Cyprus Gazette. 

(2.) The date of such publicat ion in the Cyprus Gazelle shall be 
printed in some convenient place on each copy of the Law, and shal l , 
unless some other t ime is specified in the Law for br ing ing it, into 
operation, be taken notice of, in all Courts and for other purposes, 
as the date of such L a w coming into operation. 

17. Every Law shall be numbered , dated and cited as of the year Assent not 
in which it is passed : 

Provided t ha t , where the assent to a Law is not or cannot be L; 
obtained in the year in which the same is passed, and such Law pas8( 

contains in i ts t i t le or short t i t le , if any, the date of such year, such *■ '!»:*.;t 

Law shall be numbered , dated and cited as of the year in which the 
assent shall be given, and shal l be so read and construed, and in 
every copy or edi t ion of t he said Law the said t i t le and short t i t le 
shall be pr in ted accordingly. 

given in 
same year as 

iw in 

I N V O L U N T A R Y S E R V I T U D E . 

2 9 O F 1879 . 

To REMOVE DOUBTS AS TO T H E LEGAL ABOLITION OE INVOLUNTARY 
S E R V I T U D E I N C Y P R U S , AND TO DECLAIM·; THE L A W IN RESPECT 
THERETO. 

ROBERT B I O D U L P H . J [December 27, 1879. 

WH E R E A S doubts have been expressed whether involuntary 
servi tude in th is is land has been abolished in due form of 

Law, and i t is expedient t ha t these doubts should be removed : 

Be i t therefore enacted : — 

1. Invo lun ta ry servi tude, except for any crime or offence whereof li»otant*ry 
a person shall have been duly convicted, is hereby declared to he J J j J ^ J 
unlawful . 

2. No r igh ts ar i s ing out of an alleged property in the person and No rights 
, , ι, ι » j ι η™Ίΐ ,,,· arising out of 

services of another as a slave shall be enforced by any Oivill oi i n v o l u n tary 
Criminal Court! or other au thor i ty whatsoever within this Island, servituda to 

J be enforced. 
VOL. 1.3:2 


