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2 OF 1886. 

To PROHIBIT THE U S E OF DYNAMITE OH, OTHER EXPLOSIVES FOR THE 
PURPOSE OF CATCHING OR DESTROYING F I S H . 

HENRY BULWER.] [March 20, 1886. 

1. Any person who uses any dynamite or other explosive 
substance to catch or destroy fish in any water public or 
private, within the Island of Cyprus or in the sea within three miles 
of the coast thereof, shall be guilty of an offence, and shall be liable 
for each such offence to a fine not exceeding two pounds, or to be im­
prisoned for a term not exceeding one month. 

2. Any offence against this Law committed at sea shall be 
deemed to have been committed on the land adjoining the sea, or to 
have been committed in any place where the offender is found, and 
may be tried and punished accordingly. 

3. This Law may be cited as the Fisheries (Dynamite) Law, 1886. 

6 OF 1890. 

High Com­
missioner 
may grant 
exclusive 
right. 

To PROVIDE FOR THE BETTER REGULATION OF THE CYPRUS SPONGE 
FISHERY. 

HENRY BULWER.] [May 12, 1890. 
PART 1. 

Grants of Exclusive Licences. 

1. The High Commissioner, whenever he shall deem it expedient 
in the interest of the public revenue, may grant to any person or body 
of persons (hereinafter called the grantee) the exclusive licence to use 
vessels or boats in fishing for sponge on the coasts of Cyprus or on 
any specified part thereof, subject to such conditions as the High 
Commissioner shall approve. 
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2. Eve ry g ran t made under this Law shall be made in wr i t ing Manner of 
under the hand of the H i g h Commissioner and the official seal of the j^JJ^Jf 
I s l and , and may be made for any t e rm not exceeding ten years . 

3 . E v e r y such g r a n t shall provide for the paymen t by the grantee Grant to 
of an annua l sum in respect of the licence, and shall specify the te rm t g r m ^n ( j ' 
for which and the p a r t of the coast in respect of which the licence is conditions. 
g ran ted , and the conditions upon which i t is held. 

4. Before the m a k i n g of any such g r a n t the proposed grantee shall Security to 
give such securi ty as the H i g h Commissioner shall approve for the thecrantee 
punc tua l payment of the annua l sum reserved by the g r an t . 

5. Every person who du r ing the cont inuance of such grant shall Penalty for 
use any vessel or boat for the purpose of fishing for sponge on any 3''without 
pa r t of the coast in respect of which the g ran t has been made , without permission, 
the permission of the grantee , shall be gui l ty of an offence; and for 
every such offence shall be l iable to a fine not exceeding one hundred 
pounds ; and all vessels and boats so used shall be l iable to seizure and 
may be forfeited a t the discretion of the Court before which the 
offence is t r ied . 

One-half of every fine imposed and ac tua l ly recovered under this 
section shal l be pa id to the g-rantee wi th in the l imi ts of whose g ran t 
the offence was commit ted . 

P A R T 2. 

General Licences and Penal Provisions. 

6. I t shall be unlawful for any person : — Illegal fiah-
(a.) To fish for sponge wi th in the ter r i tor ia l waters of Cyprus "m,™· 

unless he is duly licensed in t ha t behalf under the provisions 
of th is Law; or 

(b.) To use any t r awl ing or scra tching appara tus or appl iance of 
the like na tu re in fishing for sponge wi th in the said waters , 
unless specially licensed so to do as here inaf ter provided. 

7. The H i g h Commissioner m a y g ran t permission by special l i- Special 
cence under his hand to any person to use any appl iance specified in l c e n o e ,· 
the licence for the t ak ing of sponges wi th in any pa r t of the terr i tor ia l 
waters of Cyprus , and m a y annex to the licence any conditions he may 
consider expedient . 

Every person who wi th in the te r r i tor ia l waters of Cyprus acts con­
t r a ry to any condit ion stated in such special licence or uses any 
appl iance not specified there in shall be gu i l ty of an offence agains t 
this Law. 
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8. The High Commissioner may, not later than the 30th April in 
every year, specify, by proclamation published in the Cyprus 
Gazette, the limits within which sponge fishing shall be carried on by 
persons duly licensed in that behalf during the year; and any person 
fishing for sponge in the territorial waters of Cyprus without those 
limits shall be guilty of an offence. 

9. The master and each member of the crew of any boat or vessel 
whereon or by means of which an offence against any of the provisions 
of the last three preceding sections is committed, shall be liable to a 
fine not exceeding twenty­five pounds, and the vessel or boat whereon 
or by means of which the offence was committed shall be forfeited, 
together with her tackle, apparel, and furniture. 

Provided that no member of the crew of any boat or vessel shall 
be guilty of an offence against this Part of this Law by reason only of 
an act done in obedience to the master or person in charge of the boat 
or vessel. 

10. All sponge taken otherwise than in accordance with this Law 
or with the conditions of any licence issued under this Law shall 
remain and be the property of the Government of Cyprus. 

11.—(1.) The High Commissioner in Council may prescribe the 
charges, terms and conditions under which licences enabling 
any persons to fish for sponge within the territorial waters of Cyprus 
may be granted, and may appoint such persons as he shall think fit 
to issue such licences. 

(2.) Any person committing a breach of or failing to comply with 
the terms of any licence granted under this Law shall be liable to a 
fine not exceeding one hundred pounds, without prejudice to any 
other penalty to which he may be liable. Provided always that no 
person shall be punished twice for the same offence. 

12. Any person having in his possession, custody, control, or dis­

position any sponge, knowing that it has been taken in contravention 
of this Law, shall be liable to a fine not exceeding twenty pounds and 
the sponge shall be forfeited. 

13. All sponge taken by any licensed boat within the territorial 
waters of the Island and landed shall be declared at the nearest 
Custom House as having been so taken, and the quantity and value 
thereof shall be stated in the declaration. In default of such declara­

tion, the sponge shall be presumed, in the absence of proof to the 
contrary, to have been taken beyond the territorial waters and to be 
liable to import duty. 

14. Any Officer of Customs or any officer in command or charge of 
any vessel or boat in Her Majesty's Navy may, within the territorial 
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waters of the I s l and , de ta in , go on board, and search any vessel 
found fishing or which m a y reasonably be suspected to have been 
fishing or to be about to fish for sponge wi th in the waters of the 
I s l and . 

A n y unlicensed boat or vessel which may be found wi th in the 
waters of Cyprus wi th freshly taken sponge on board shall be deemed 
to have commit ted an offence agains t th is Law unless and unt i l it 
is proved t h a t t he sponge was not in fact taken in contravent ion of 
th is Law. 

15. If any boat or vessel wi th in the terr i tor ia l waters of the Is land D u t y ,,f 

shall not b r ing to when required to do so by any boat or vessel in J * ^ ' " 
charge or command of an Officer of H e r Majesty 's N a v y or of an 
Officer of Customs, the mas ter of such first-named boat or vessel shall 
on conviction, pay a fine of ten pounds; and on such boat or vessel 
be ing chased by any boat or vessel in such charge or command as 
aforesaid, i t shall be lawful for the officer in charge or command 
(having first caused a gun to be fired as a signal) to fire at or into the 
boat or vessels so chased as aforesaid; and any officer or other person 
ac t ing on his order or by his direction shall be and is hereby in­
demnified and discharged from any prosecution, pena l ty , action, or 
proceeding. 

Short Title. 

16. This Law m a y be cited as the Sponge F i she ry Law, 1890. 

11 OF 1909. 
To P R O V I D E FOR THE PRESERVATION OF P I S H I N CERTAIN WATERS FOR 

THE PURPOSE OF PREVENTING THE SPREAD OF DISEASE. 

C. A. K I N G - H A R M A N . ] [October 27, 1909. 

1. This Law may be cited as the F i sh Preservat ion Law, 1D09. Short title. 
2. I n this Law : — 

" F i sh " means all kinds of fish and includes eels. 
I M i n i l i on . 

3 . No person shall by any means whatever kill capture or pursue Taking fish 
or aid in k i l l ing cap tu r ing or pu r su ing any fish in any of the reser- without 
voirs channels dra ins and other waters connected wi th the Publ ic lawfufin" 
I r r iga t ion Works in the Dist r ic t of F a m a g u s t a without the wri t ten certain 
permission of the Director of I r r i ga t ion . 


