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that the land on which the offence is alleged to have been committed 
does not form any part of the state forests or shall claim that the act, 
deed, or default alleged to be an offence was done, omitted, or 
suffered by any right or custom lawfully enjoyed or exercised by him 
prior to the passing of the Forest Law, 1879, the Court shall, in the 
event of the person charged with the offence establishing to the satis
faction of the Court that he has reasonable ground for alleging that 
the land on which the offence has been committed does not form any 
part of the state forests, report the case to the Commissioner of the 
District in order that it may be ascertained under the provisions of 
this Law whether the land on which the offence is alleged to have 
been committed forms part of a state forest or not, and pending the 
settlement of the question shall adjourn the further hearing of the 
charge; and shall in the event of his claiming that the act, deed, or 
default alleged to be an offence was done, omitted, or suffered by 
virtue of a right or custom lawfully enjoyed or exercised by him, 
proceed to decide upon the validity of the claim, unless there shall 
be any law in force providing for the settlement of rights in and over 
state forests, in which case the Court shall adjourn the further hear
ing of the charge to enable the validity of the claim to be decided 
upon in accordance with the provisions of the Law. 

12. The Principal Forest Officer if he shall so think fit, and on the 
recommendation of the Commissioner, may authorize the cutting of 
such timber in state forests as may be required by the inhabitants of 
the Island for their personal use on payment of such dues as may be 
fixed by the High Commissioner in Council. 

Short title. 13. This Law may be cited as the Forest Delimitation Law, 1881. 
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Definitions. 1. In this Law : — 
" Timber " includes trees, fallen or felled, and all wood, 
whether cut up or fashioned for any purpose or not; 
" Owner " means and includes the proprietor of any forest, trees, 
or plantations, and the manager or managing body of any 
community, body corporate, or institution to which any forest, 
trees, or plantations belong; 
" Forest Produce " means and includes charcoal, bark, roots, 
resin and leaves. 
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2. The owner of any forest may place it under the protection, "Private 
control and managemen t of t he Government , subject to such condi be placed3 

tions with regard to the payment of expenses and the t e rmina t ion of under 
the protect ion, control and managemen t as the Government and the protection. 
owner may agree to . 

3 . So long as any forest is under t he protect ion, control and Effect of 
managemen t of the Government under the provisions of th is Law, i t forests under 
shall for t he purpose of such protection, control and managemen t be Government 
deemed to be State forest wi th in the mean ing of the Forest p r 0 e c 

Del imi ta t ion Law, 1881, and shall be subject to all the laws, rules 
and regula t ions affecting State Forests . 

Provided always t ha t it shall not be necessary to del imi t it under 
the provisions of the said Law. 

4. Whoeve r is found in possession of t imber or forest produce shall Unlawful 
be deemed to be unlawful ly in possession thereof unless and unt i l he defined, 
proves t ha t he obtained possession of it lawful ly . 

5. Whoever is found unlawful ly in possession of t imber or forest Punishment 
produce shal l be gu i l ty of an offence and shall be l iable to a fine not j™^'™,,',',! 
exceeding five pounds or to impr isonment not exceeding three timber, 
months , or to both such punishments . 

6. W h e r e there is reason to believe t h a t any t imber or forest Seizure of 
, ' . , i t . ,1 · Ρ J. „, timber nn

produce is unlawful ly in the possession of any person, it may, ]awfll!|;v 

together with all animals , ropes and other appara tus used for its possessed, 
conveyance be seized by any forest officer or peace officer; and if it 
is adjudged to have been in the unlawful possession of such person 
it may be forfeited, with all animals , ropes and appara tus seized 
with i t . 

Every officer seizing any property under th is section shall forth

with report the seizure to the Commissioner of the Distr ic t . 
7. W h e n in anv proceedings ins t i tu ted under any law or regula Presumption 

J r ° „ „ , ι  tliat. t imber 
tion hav ing for its object the preservat ion of forests, or when in 
consequence of a n y t h i n g done under any such law, or regula t ion, a 
question arises as to whether any t imber or forest produce is the 
property of t he Government , i t shall be presumed to be the property 
of the Government un t i l the cont ra ry is proved. 

8. Any person who wilful ly and maliciously burns , str ips the Wilful and 
bark off, girdles , cuts , or uproots any tree or shrub s i tuated on F J ^ ™ 8 ^ 
Government or pr ivate lands shall be l iable to impr i sonment not 
exceeding three years , and may also be ordered to pay compensat ion 

Voi. I ,—27A 

that timber 
belongs to 
Government. 
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Power to 
compound 
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As amended by 
28, 1988, 2. 
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informer 
As amended by 
28, 1923, 2. 
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vexatious 
complaint to 
be paid by 
complainant. 

Short title. 

to the owner thereof in respect of any tree or shrub injured or 
destroyed. 

9. The Principal Forest Officer, the Assistant Principal Forest 
Officer, an Assistant Conservator of Forests, or the Commissioner of 
any District may, if specially empowered in this behalf by the High 
Commissioner, accept from any person reasonably suspected of 
having committed an offence in any State forest a sum of money by 
way of compensation for the offence that may have been committed; 
and when any property has been seized which is liable to confis

cation, may release it on payment of its value as estimated by the 
Principal Forest Officer, the Assistant Principal Forest Officer, an 
Assistant Conservator of Forests, or Commissioner, or on payment of 
any less sum, or without payment. 

On such payment being made the accused person if in custody 
shall be discharged, the property seized shall be released, and no 
further proceedings shall he taken on behalf of the Forest Depart

ment against such person or property. 
10. The Principal Forest Officer, the Assistant Principal Forest 

Officer an Assistant Conservator of Forests, or Commissioner to whom 
under the provisions of this Law any sum lias been paid as compensa

tion for an offence may, in his discretion, pay any portion of the sum, 
not exceeding onehalf to the person who gave such information as 
caused the sum to be paid. 

11. If, on the hearing of any complaint under this Law, the Court 
shall consider that it was made without due cause, it may order the 
complainant to pay to the person complained against all costs in ■ 
curred by him by reason of the proceedings and such reasonable 
indemnity for loss of time as to the Court may seem fit. 

12. This Law may be cited as the Forest Law, 1889. 

Definitions. 

FRAUDULENT TRANSFERS AVOIDANCE. 
7 OF 1886. 

To PROVIDE TOR THE SETTING ASIDE OF TRANSFERS OF PROPERTY 
MADE TO HINDER CREDITORS. 

HENRY BULWEK.] [April 24, 1886. 
1. In this Law:—The expression " creditors of a debtor " means 

not only the persons to whom he is actually indebted, but also every 
sheriff, and every person acting for a sheriff, who shall lawfully put 
into execution any judgment given against the debtor, and also every 
person (if any) in whom the property of the debtor or the right to sell 
and dispose of it shall either by his own act or by operation of law 


